
A.-Th*y ha_ what they ealled theatre propertle..
Buch as dlfferent aeenea. etc. r,Present-g.-What kind of scenea. A.-seenery rcy

Ina ahops and atorej. and »»«^. repreaent-Q.-Now. you aald ,h*r* **%^.. ' Wa* that
lr.g streets. ahopa and such thlng*.

. 3-Dld they ehange thelr eoatumes? A -Yea.

"fc.-Dld they carry st.ck. and swords ln the

rfeWffn-i tVyNc°ar?yi A^WWl, they earrled

TD»y carry- appllanee., anj> aj-tle'es whlch

agreed wlth the character they repreaam
Im *<r -r#> Derformlng were

Q.-The.e peraon* who were p.n

fleilgnated by character*? A.-TBB.

MEMBERS OF THE CAST.

Q.-8uch as CaptalnJ^hg^^'ptEhlEBtate* Navy; May Skin ner «£ «*>££* rohen. B
Jake Levy. a Jew Y**^0^ » *onp faklr:
Hebrew merchant N^Vumel respeotively. by
and these charac ers ass-imea r

Ruf(.
Lillan Orl*t, Mamie Dl'lon. » oi .1..

^

fiHra^.r'^3^" s: .«<..
ance? A-Yee. air . h , particular acts and

A^tkan_ "SS? noMe. wl.l be intro-

-rSue^.^Wnch d^ces theoT^Sr gjj.

TgL& vou observe other performance. of a BM-,

^llr^O^neVr^ho^ where the^or. and

ch.raeters Y7hr«.«'ery was used. such aa ls
aramme. and the s<e-iei>

^^r^.rrsay\^r^^;an.
guage suggested immoral condltlon.. A.-.e.-

g.Immoral thought*'? A.-TeB, sir

Q._In_moral ooncptlons* A.-TOB. B»V

q._W.>s that generally BO? A.-Woll. no,

OC("ASIONALI.V IMHORAL.
Q.-Was lt oceaslonally so? A.-Td*V*r.
3_Pi_ vou make an examlnatlon of tlM bulld

lr.g or of part. of the bulldlng? A^-Jee. UT.

O -I hand vou thls drawlng. Does that repre

.ent fairly the Ippearanee oMlmthe.tr. «il th.

nlaclng of the flre-escapes? A.-Yes. slr that r 1

fisenis the flre-eacapea leadln« from tho top ga1-

KTS he roof. adjotnlng. Thls .Me <****.
'ore there is B ladder l-ading to the roof next

door-'tna- Is on th" west slde. On Ihe east side

the '.ad !..!-laada down.

g.-Are th-.se th, only flre-escapes or the bu d-

ing. "r Wer. th.y when you saw lt A.-They

were the only ones 1 »«w ouisld.- the stalrs.

Q-And tbaaa are ftre^acapee ea the roof. whtch

are practlcaily ladder.? A.-Yes. slr

g one leadlnR up and the other leaolng down.

Ag"-Bo that persons ln the upper part ef tha

Dewev Theatre. eatlgbl in B flre. would have .0

mi.ke thelr escape 011 the roof? A. .Tea, sir.

J-And ..,.,, up On. ladd.r or down the Other?

AW,VWI,e!i they got OB the roofs of the adjoln¬
lng houses. how would they get from ihem A.-I

couldn't so- any way af gettlng through them ex¬

cept through tht eeuttle holee.
Q-Then these flre escapes lead from the Dewe.

Theatre to th.- adjolnlng roofs. from whlch there

wa* eoeeeep. eaeeat tkrough tha acattle? n»-Tei

% -Supposlng a flre Invoive.l the Dewey Theatre

.nd two »."* " m cmM thT "^
escapes and ladden '' U!" A _I

oouldn't aee ho\. .hey would be of any uee.

Q.-lB there any epCO COUrt around the building.

A. N' , ...

Q.-Dld you eaamlne Ihe exits marked on the

¦raa-ranune? A.-Tee. str. 1 looked.

g-Did vou nnd tmt aame af tbe ealti marked

dn the programme Ild nol eglel at aii? A.-.es,

sir; that ls in the BBM of the stalrway. Tho -xils

trarke-i BbO-B the stalrway do not exist.

ni'MMV i:xits marked.

Th- Chalrman-We.e they numbered on :hat

programme"' A.-Tea, sir, marked "Exits.'"

Q.-Not numberrd? A.-No. Blr.

Mr Moel To« <'" thnt dlagram from a pro¬

gramme whft h arae la ... oa an oeeaeton when you

.a-ere ther-- dld you" A. Tea, sir.

Q-That ls a regular programme dlagram. A.-

Yes. sir
Q_And vou say that exits marked on that dla¬

gram M Whl Ih tho atteatloa of the patronB is thus

dlrected. do not exist? A.-No. alr. except the

¦talrwav I suppose that lt Ib what they meant.

Q -An ordlnary stalrway? A.-An ordlnary s.nlr-

Q'lpid you flnd tha' any of the exits were blind

exits leadlng BP agalnst walla? A.-Well. them l»

the om-s I am ipeaklng of,
Q.-Those are the ones you speak Of*? A -Yes,

s*lr.
Q What dld you observe about the stairways?
X.Well, the otatrwajra are batlt of wood.

y,_Were thero any woodcri supports under the

galUrles? A.-On the top gallery
Q.-On the top gallery there were wooden sup¬

ports? A.-Yes. slr.
Q..If flre should attack those wooden support s.

and the gnllerv was full of people, they would fail,
wouldn't they? A -Naturally.
Q..Naturally. and how do the main stairways of

the building come down into the gmeral entrance.

do they come down clo...- togeth.-r? A..On both

Bldes.
Q..So that the people eomlng down one stalrway

would strlke the people eomlng down the other

Btairway. in a pantc? A.-A dt-nse crowd, yes. slr.

Q-And the two etreams of peOple would colllde

ln the lobby ln a panlC? A.-Yes. air. Meet tho

people eomlng out from the orehestra.

Q.-You have obs< rv. d thal the audlences ln that
theatre were crowded at tlmes? A.-A fair nudi-
enee there, yes. slr.

Q..Have you ever known of seats belng sold ln
the alsles? a.-I baven't notlced lt.
Q..Have you OOOt s<-. n flrenMO ln the building?

A..I eeen a flreman in the bulldlng one day that I
attended the performnnoe. He was looklng out cf
the door leadlng from the stage, the back of tho
Btage.
Q..Ib there a flrepre.of curtaln, an asbestos cur-

taln"* A.Wall, 1 MUldn't tall whether It wae as¬

bestos, hut It appeared to be very thin. I could see

the llght through lt.

STAIRWAYS OF WOOD

Q.^-Are the stairways leadlng up to the balcony
and the upper gallery of wood? A..Yes. slr.
Q. .In case of a tlre, the people In tho theatre

golng from the balcony and the orehestra would
have to go down one stalrcase. wouldn't they? A
The orehestra leads right out even wlth the door.
would meet the pt-ople eomlng downstalrs.
Q..There |g no aeparate way; both the people in

the ttfilo ,ny and gallerles would get out of tho the¬
atre; they all have to come out by tho maln en-

trance, which ls used by the orehestra people? A.-
Yes.
Q.So that ln a panlc ln the ease of a flre or any¬

thing you woul.i have the whole audlence Jammed
ln the lobby? A -Yes. 8lr.
Q..Dld you notlce the proBcenium areh? A..Yea.
Q..What was Its apparent construetlon? A..Its

appearan-e was wood.
Q.Do two of the exlta lead to these open ladders

on the roof? A..Yea. slr; that la, from the top gal¬
lery I spoke about before, lead out on to the-
Q..Then. Mr. Witneee. the only personB that

could uae those roof flre-eaoapes are the people that
occupy the top gallery? A.-You see, there ls two
short Btalrs that lead from the balcony to the top
gallery.
Q.Ib there any brlck wall separatlng the audl-

torlum from the stage? A.I could not see that.
slr.
Q How ls the roof of the theatre covered? A.-

It la eovered with a aoft-

Q.J-Wlih what Bubstanoe? A.- It Is llke tar eov¬

erlng.
Q..Like a tar eoverlng? A.Yes, aheet tar.

Q.-Is there a tln roof there? A.-Yes. slr.
Q.-A tln roof wlth sheet tar on lt? A.-Yes.
Q..Dld you observe a blillard and pool room ad¬

jolning the orehestra? A..Yea, slr; that ls. over
the maln entrance in the back of the flrst balcony
Q..How ls It eeparated from the theatre? A..

Wlth a wooden partltlon.
Q..There is slmply a wooden partltlon between

the bllllard-room and the theatre proper? A.-Yes.
air.

INBPEOTTON MO* AM.OWED.
Mr. Mosb-I am unnble. Mr. Chalrman. to go more

ciosely Into the details of the reyufrementa ot tha
f.re law becauae of the rcfueal to allow any of our
repreaentatlves to Insuect the bulldlngThe Chalrman.Ia there not a detalied descrlptlonof the construetlon of the bulldlng ln the BulldlngDepartment?Mr. Mobb.The record ln the Bulldlng Department
la not as detalied ae it mlght b. There are plans
aa they were proposed. whlch plans are qulte vo-
lumlnous and I r.av* not examined them very car*.fully. But thoae plana are only what was pro¬posed. They may r.ot have heen carrled oul In the
bulldlng, and what thoae plans were. whatever they
wore. were dlsapproved t,v Mr Br»dy. Thoae
plana were produced h.rc wlthout bla approval and

s___jga_._~fa^jaw5?«ffi
completed. I .ubpcenaed tha presiuem

B°Mr HofTm-r-Whleh way dld ^&JS-5
from the private offlce ]d t .ay
g How manv feet shut off? A..1 oou.u

that; I dld not observe that h ot?
g..The Btalrwajrfl are very large. ar- >

^alS-Jt' ten feet ln wldth. or more? A.-l
should judge about elght feet.
O .Roth stalrw.iv.? A.-.a, sir.

-._,-, ,inwn3 So that elght or ten per.ons ^urhA^
both these stairways ut a tlme A.-If the> w

close together. yes f (h muslc-
g.-Now. ha\e you ever been «" »"> °V"e

l.alls? A.-l have b««n to K«»'« .J*1"1 fhat were
g -Have you eeen performances «"trfv ThVatre?

slmllar to what were glven at the Dewe> ineair

A.-In aome reapeeta-varlety. r.
g.-The same show. And were inry »

Koster
suggestive to your mtod tbaajtba ahon at

& HbFb? A.-Yes- what I seen nere.

g -When were you there' A^-8 me tim.ag

o -Ho* long ago? A.-l should juoge

over a year ago; I only wen ihZ\Tv ttt Ko.ter A
Q -It was more suggestlve. you paj «* *. r

\ \ vnrlety show? A..T-O sir.

DID NOT FXAMINK ROOF.

o-What dld vou say as to the coverlng on tho

roof A-I sald I could not tell that. I wns, not

near enough It was verv thln. and I saw R went

on wlres and 1 thought aal.estos would naturall>

Q.-.Tou'-ont know' A.-I don't Know that.
Q.-You did not make any examlnatlon? A--No
Q.-How nften have you seen the scenes ehange.

A. Five or slx tlmes. - ,
g.-Sure of that? A.-Two or three tlmes. I

didn't take any speclal notlce
g-You are nol sure whether it Wai[**. Ot Ut

tlme. lt mav have been two or three tlmes'' A-
If I had B programme I would rem.-m >er.

g-llave v..u tlmed any audlence ln the Dpwe>
Theatre ooming out at the close of the porform-ai" e' A -Xo.* have not tlmed It. I know 1 have
Btood th.re for flve mlnutes. I haven t made any
speclal effort to tlme It. - thnf ,tj;_When? A.During one of the tlmes that l

attended the performance
g.-How long ago is that? A.-ln Marrti.
g-Were vou ui>on the roof pf thls theatre. A.-

I went up through ihe door.
Q.-You w.-nt out on the roof? A..yes.

Q.-You were on tlie roof? A. -Yes; a door that
leadfl from the top to the roof. t »,_,,-
g.-Dld vou see r,y escap.-s there? A..Ther.

ls one that leadfl up to one building. and one l.-ads
down to the oth r.
Q.-When were you there to see the escapes on

the outslde of the Dewey Theatre? A.-l don t re-

call the date; It was ln March.
q -The time you made thls general Inspectlon.

,\ .Yes
Mr Moss-HOW wlde are those Iron stalrways or

flre escapes? A..The one leadlng to the roof?
g.-Yes. A- They are simply iron ladders; two

of them together.
'

_-._.____._. .,..,

g.-About how wlde' A.-I should judge about
that wlde. ilndioatlng.^
Q..About elghteen inches? A..Yes.
Mr Moss-Tha: lfl nll. I have recelved from Ihe

presldent of the Roard of Pollce the dOCUmentfl
fn unswei- to mv BUbpCBM, ln whlch I called for
the produetlon of nll papers. reitlficates and mat¬
ter which thev relled upon In grantlng this li.-ei.s-.
Thev sent two paper., one belnp a report by ('^],-
taln' Thom.-.s J. L'l.iii.nnd to Willirun 9. Dev.-ry. Bfl
follows: "Wliliam 8. Devery. Chief of PoHCS.
Bir: In replv to order rro,ucMlng informatlon as
to the advlsahlllty of grantlng a llcense to glve
vocal and instrumental concerts, and to sell wlne
and he«r during such performances, at 1_M*_0 East
Pourteenth-st., The Dewey, Rnrnugh of Manhat¬
tan. also as to thp character of the appllcant and
patroni of the place, l reflpectfully report; Name
of appllcant, Bulllvan ¦ Kraua; character of appll¬
cant. good; class and character of the people who
Irequent the place, respeetahle and of good char¬
acter. Holds ll.juor tax ccrtificate No. HL Is It a

proper place to i.e »o llceneed? Yes'' There is
also the appilcatlon of Bulllvan A. Kraua for a

llcense to give vocal arxl instrumental concerts.
and to s.-ll ales. wlnes and beers during such per-
formnnr-cs. as provlded hv Bectlon 1.481 of Chapter878 ot the Laws of 1*:<7. Thr- lndorsement ,is
"Oranted May 1st. 1MB, to May 1st. 1000; fee,
1000' end ili.-r.. is nol attaehed to these i.iper- a
certiflcate from the Superintendent of the Bulldlng
Department.Mr. Moss-Mr. Ooodman.
Fllas Ooodman flWOm.
^lr Moss.You are a member of the Board of

Aldermen' Ye*. sl'.
g..1 think lt was In November last you lntro¬

duced a resolutlon to inQinre IntO the subjeet of
taxatlon ln thls ol ty ? A..Tea, sir
Q..Have vou coo!e<, of that resolutlon? A.--I

have r.'.t
Mr Moss.Where Is the clerk ot the Board of

Aldt rmen?
Mr. Blake-Rlght licr<\ slr
Mr. Moss.Have vou tho resolutlon?
Mr. Blake.I have.
Mr. Moss.Lel me hav.- it. pleaee.
Mr. Blake.This ls part of our reeords. The reso¬

lutlon is here wlth ihe recorda; wlll that do for you?
Mr. Mose.Yes.. Suppose you oome right through.

I will call you ai a wltness.

Hri.lI.D IV COMMITTBB.
M. F. bi_ake. CLBBB OF THK ALDSBMBN,

HKI.ATKS FATE OF TAX RESOM'TION.
Mlrhaol F. Blake sworn.
Mr. Moss.You nre the clerk of tho Board of

Aldermen? A. Y. b, slr.
Q.Have you produced Ihe resolutlon ahout

whlcb I have jus; aaked Alderman Qoodman? a..I
have produced It In response to a lUbpoeng duces
teetrm whl^h 1 rec.lv.
Q..I.ot rn.- sec lt- (Witneee hands resolutlon to

Mr Moss.)
(.. When was thls resolutlon lntroduced? A.-

That was lntroduced on the first dnv of November,
Mr. Moss 1 wlll read the r»sotutlon;
"Whereae, The method of lerylng and eoiiecting

assessmvnth in tho Clty of New-York dlfffrs In
several boroughs. ooonslonlng discrlmlnatlon whlch
is unjnst an.l unfalr; and
"Whereae, ini.r.-st exacted by arrpars llko.vlsp

varlai in one borough from Ihat in another, whl.-h
ln some Instancei le exceeelve; therefore.
"Reeolved, Thal the Commlttee on l.aw und the

Commlttee on Finanoe of thls Board be and thev
are h.*r.l.y instruoted to Inveatlgate thls subjectfor the i.urprw.- of preparing an urdinance whlch
wlll so change the preneni syatem that an absoluteunlformlty wlll .-xisi throughout the entlre terrl-
tory of Greater New-York, and also reliere property
owners from all unrt-asonablo demands and exae-
tlons.
"ReeolYed, That the s:i!d Jolnt commlttee havo

p ibll beatingi and lnvite thereto the hcada of the
departments whleh are autborlaed under

.v to levy and collecl Baaessments, to ImposoOnce, deman.l Intereat, and so forth. and all othersWho are in any way Intereeted tn the sutij. .

"Reaolved fjrther. Thar the corporatlon c'ounselhe and he is requestwl to appoint a repreeentatlriof hls otTloe to nll and act wlth our Jolnt lommlt-toe and asstsl ln preparing an ordlnance or ordl-
nances aa set forth, and. lf neoessnrv. to prepanblll or L-Uls for Introductlon in th« Legislature toald In oarryiug into effe.-t the object hereln de¬alred;
"Reaolred. also, That full stenographlc notes betaken at ail publlc bearlngs, and nn epltome of thevlews expreeeed, suggestlons made, and ao forthbo reported io this Board. '

ADOPTED, BUT IlKED UP.
Q..Now. Mr. Clerk. please tell us what Is the

present condltlon of that reaolutlon.Where it ls*A..The present condltlon is, it ls now ln the handsof the Oeneral Commlttee ,_f i..,w gnd Mrbul nothing has been done wlth thls reaolutlonfrom thr- tlme it was passed.Q..Waa lt referred? A.N'o, It was adoptedQ..The resolutlon was adopted' ". lt w-,uadopted, and in the reeolutlon ltself a reference iscalled for. You understand; the resolutlon calls fora referoni i
Q.-1 understand. The fact ls, lt was ad,,:A It waa SdOpted. but nothingQ it w.-.s referred to n eommittee? a Tei alrQ.And that commlttee has never acted? AThal commlttee has never acted
Q -of course, Mr. u-rk. the »imo foi ol.je tlngto the assessment of ralues has ps-1 supposeyou have nothing to do wlth that, hut you know

tnat waa a fact? A i bare nothing t n ..,that. I wlll not aay I know that ns a fact.Mr. Mooa \>ry well I wlll wlthdraw you nowQ..f an you state the commlttoemen? A -I eo.ild
not.
Q.-Btate, Mr. Clerk. ns nearly as you can fromreeollectlon the names of the membera of tho ,-,mlttee? A-I can state the chnlrmen Of 1>ih eotn-mittei i
Q.-wiio are thay? A The eoaupltteeo la ourBoard are called together by the chalrm.-r. Theehairman of the [,_». Commlttee Is George \Burrell; the chalrman of the Flnanee Commlttee laRol^rt Muh, and lt ls the cuatom of the chalrmenof the eommittees to call the oommlttees towhenever thne 1p a hearlng nhout to take ola< eVI--That wlll do. Mr. Clerk, A-May l g_Tnow**Mr Mobb-Yoii may go. Mr. Goodman, take thestand.

GOOD1CAB WAS BXTJBBBD.
NO REASONS GIVEN TO THE AI.I.FRMAN

FOR SMOTHERINO HIS BBBOLUTION.
Elias Goodman, reial.e.l.
Mr Mosb-*Wc have learned from. the elerk MrGoodman. that the commlttee hae never acted m

your resolutlon? A Thal la rightQ-Have you called thelr attention to the matterwhlch wns adopted and refOtTOd to them** A-Ihave frequently referred to n to members of theBoard, members of the commlttee and In onen «esSlon of the !'.".ird
Q.-How many tlmes have y.,u referred to It lathe open seeelona of the 'loard? A.I wll! moillfythat: frequently I have not ln open sesslon referred

to it. but i hnve referred to it onoe, probably twlceln a dlscusslon on another matter on whlch eon-
¦... t_ wblcb conslderable attention was

given and I referred to ihis as an aimiogy, show-
ing that thls w;,p sJdetracked and other matters
pushed forward.
Q.Ab a neglected matter. you referred to thls as

a neglected matter? a. y.s, «ii
Q.-What was the matter that was pushed for¬

ward? A -The East Rlver Bridge project ,,i
brldges
Q..Tho polnt thal y.u made in the Board of

Aldermen was that a bridge matter, that ls a reso¬
lutlon tendlng to secure the constru, tion -,f a great
publlc improvement OTOI the Bnot Hh.-r. waa
progreased. A..Wae progreseed.Q.Whlle this resolutlon, whlch waa deslgned to
relieve the property-owners from Ir.enualltles and
dlacrimlnatlon was, although adopted. retani*
A.-Y-.i
The Chalrman.One moment I want lt nulet

Gentlemen golng out wlll go out promptly There
Is too much nofse ln the room
Q.Dld you dlncusa the matter wltb »ny mun-

ber. of the commtttce-dld you .?*«¦< * ««? A~
Not to mv recollectlon.

Tiir.v 0AV1 HO WRCOBBB.

TOdAhl- SMon come from ,our eonvlotlon
of the condltlona aa ewp^amjd ln th r. aoiuikh.

lh<fire.t a -The reeotatkr- i^^gg'jjg!^_^3_S«a«K$A_Ufi3»__&te
_s_ffw«sj_3__N3S^
T^^_^__*_n«_e8WBnr. .,i. ..|....... I In 'li''.n"»'i..-i, ¦" "" '

duce, as the resolutlon call-,1 r-.r. a k

io any I/eglslaiure h commlttee?
*. ,-A r^M ^;; e. r - mnendatory. 10 pre-^t^th^l^-it-t-rt: If necessary. or to any

Olher Leglslature or proper "»*n«.> th- meml.ors
The Chalrinan-^Any aaaun waaw. |j« fnrm_

&»WyS2Ss. r^ .^^"»-o,
lESktVk^
January 1. IM*. '"" .' ^"'-' _" n hc number ofJglarlea: mcond. ;',f. f ,^i that has
employea: and ^^JSLlottmmt lutlBtlefl has
been called upon to P«~«*£.*" hBV. r-Queated ¦
scm in ¦ report, and me '«_**J**3 JjOBB reports.
little further tlme IIhBVe «"'?'n~ftVtly wlth Ihe
Hn.i whii- flomo af tl-MB ewypji «¦«« pvl(lPntiv
requlrementa of »he wbjeenn. ."«. f fho re.
by some overatBhl or mls under. n.i ,_

ftlrenmnta, do not jg-jf&SgSrthS a labu-
h,.l hoped at this tlmej0_oe .» bf,arln< ,l;.,n

!^l:^r^emot1!a.alirPITca,,o,,.ygiveafew,an'l
wlll .1" BO now.

BIG [N0RBA8E OF SALAKIKS.
The report of the Departrrent of Flnance Is com-

^:ndsh.,ws.h:,lnth'-aTr,a:,m,n,.ra«on
,.,.rIment lh« ln«*;:;";;';r*£>» and Ihe
was ,1.000. in th. Auditlng Rurea, for M..nh

,... 1;1crease of aa.ar.es ^^^£Znd
for new appolr.tments WOJ HMJ FOT "J."
th. lncrc.se for ippolntmenis was $1 «* I r TbB

Rronx the Increase IW BOW BfpoWttW»t« **

fniS. Fot l-.r"oklyn the Increase for new Bppc4nt-
men,- was P.«* For Q-O-Ofl the in-rease fOT BM

".olnlments was MJOO. wlth . d'-du-t.on by the

dlschar.e of one man. of RJ*
The Chalrman-Wbat perlod dOOfl thls cover.

M^Mo --From January 1. «t to the present
t1m<.. Clt, ..Lvmaster's omoo. ^OAAkOt fljUrj.
H N»; aaUrtea foi aaw eppototaeente, t»K* *****

bv two discharg, s. *¦* Of the same bar*.-JB
Rlchmond, increaae for new ¦P^nt»_°*_ tmuo,
Theimmx. IM* IRV.KI.M. ^J^tlS^
Bureau of Meraete, Incraaae of aalarlee, Wl, in

for new BPPOlntm«.ta »?.«.. ****** *"

n ,'he Depar.me,,, af PtoanOB the increase ,n

salal.s ,s only H.1*, Bnd tbe Increase for new

deductlon. by dls.-harges and redncthma are YLUA

are over and ahove th..se tnii w ^ orlglnally.
%\» ^^"^-^-"^in'r^ses emh -h/force on

ereaie fllnce the flratwof#Jan_ary. _ut<,mPnl

t*SoBujAl\\^rlea ilnce January 1. Is9«. ***.to
Mt Moeo-YeO. abovO the salarles
Mr. Hoffman-You saj .-\_* \

Daid prevlous to January L« ,t10 ,nCT ¦

'ife'M,0,.s-r;i.r;:;:-ri:;./ri;;v.eno,,o,to,hat
*_V'Hoffman Thle win go into the publlc prints

A_fl^eMa«"fOl-th at the pres-nt time.

FXFEANATIONS WILl. BI HBAB1X

.;;;;;--; C-v;r;;;rt:;^rn,,,^fa.rto say,.

The Department of F.nance also reports thi

ereasi-s ln the RegftOT'. C_Bc* *_**\*?J_*_*\
,eneral Ineraaae of lalary. M»; *******.*** **_
Dolntmenta, *.*»; decrenae bj the dlechnrge
SSJ men. »¦¦<. Bureau far the Piwvattoa of
n.-cords. la Manhattaa eoly, **«*.** * ¦.*-**
_a.7___- increaae by n-w appolntments. w.-j-o, Ap-

auctlon by aiaobarga af empeajree, BvB^Theee flg-
ures are furnl.hed hy tl.e i'ont roiler's offlc. ." th-

R.gister". department. not from th. *Ugm*r*
,,...,. There an alao thoae flgures foratehed for

tbe Mayor's offlce nnd the ettacheo el counsel to tbe

i.,.ir,i of Aldermea and Clty Cletk'e offl..-. whleh

nre new ofTlces. Inerer.se .f salarles ln «h0 Mayor s

offlce ti *». salarles for DOW employea, t6.no-. ln

the Bureau of Ueonee-. Incroaoo for new appolnt¬

ments $10 700; deductlon by the dlscharge of three

men ...* Attaaheo aad counsel. naw appolnt¬
ments MM* Board of Aldermen. ft***, arlth ..

deductlon of M«H ap th.- Otecbarge of six env

Di0ve. of the former admimstratlon, Ctty Clerhii

offlce. new appolntments. 114..-. arlth ¦ reductlon of

|] 760 by the *. s.-harg of f.-rmer employes. making
a total'ln those departments of: Increaae ln salarlw

ln all the ilepartments thnt 1 hav- read. tttttU ln-

ereaso of sal.rbs for new appolntments M
Sachargee. thlrty. an.l OOduetlO« hy Iteohargefl
Hnd r.-din-tlon of salarirs. $4, Ml

MOBB BAY. LKM WORK.
The Itraat Cleaalng Departaaenl has aubmlttod a

report Whleh do.M not BeparatO the Increas. bj
lncrease ot salary and by new eppotatment Thelr

total Bgurea ihow that there was an Increaae la
,t.. eapenoea of tbe Department, for Ubor and
wages in the cleti.-ai department, of ti.lt*. and fot

laboren of rarlo ii gradea, an In (reaee of Mll ¦ U

Tbe nre Departmenl shows a reductlon ln ea-

peneea Thelr Inereaoe of ealary i n turn* le

CO.I06, an.l thelr Increoe* by aea ippolntmenta la

J.3!.! Thelr reductloni amount to 11,"oa. and thelr
dlechnrgea amount to pWBB. The Commloolooor of

Hccouati reporti la gei rral flgures gn incn
salarles of IT.M0, aod aa Increaae by aaai appoint.
ments of tTIA**. I Bhnll requeei theoe different

tmenti to eomply more gtrlctly with the terms

ibpo l preaent o complete t ibnlntlon
just ai soon ,.s the flgures can '¦¦¦ obtained, and

win contlnue to Inqulre of the heads of tbe depaaj-
ments concerning th.- methoda and the r. a.-ons for
thoso inereases. Mr. F< itn.-r!

TAX JBBTHOD8 PBOBBD,
"OMM1SSIONER FEITNER OH.IF.CT8 TO CER¬

TAIN QUBBTIONI THAT MR. MOM
13 ASKINCI,

Thomas L. Feltn-r recalled.
The *fVltneai Mr. Mooo, before rou proceed, let

me Just say. ln relati'.n to Oeorge Gould.you
seemed to make a polnt of lt yeaterday.
Mr Moaa.Oa. I asked you l question Ihat was

all. I made no polnt.
The Wltness.We assessed hlm orlglnally. you

know When 1 wts la the L-epartment. on nn

of tlO.Ooi'.'r-O. and thnt went Int.. court, and they
were all ib-termlne-.l io he non-r.-sldents. That Is
the reaaon be arai noi on the roll. 80 that there
won't be any mlsunderstundlng. as one of the
newspaper men called n-.y attention to the fact that
it mny go out that the syst.rn In New-York I con-

demned as defectlve. I spoke only of the eyst-m
In the State. not of the system of the clty of _few-
S'ork. and I want to say In thal connectlon that
we have had letter? from the Statislieal Rureau of
Washlngton, saylng that our syst.-m of taxation In
N'.w-Vork <"lt> is the Ix-tM ln the country
Mr, M.>f Tr.,m whom dld you roceiVO those let-

ters1 A -That letter came from the Statlstlenl
Bureau ln Washlngton. I had it In my deob aboul
two mor.ths ago was i.rfs.rvlng ll. and I looked
for it the other day und I lost ll.
y Can't vou net a eopy 'if it? A 1 think 1 wln

be able to.
Q.Then you don'1 thlnk thal there Is any ne-

cesslty of thls tux revlslon that ls propose, 1 to be
done by the Tax Revlslon Commlsslon* A.-l be¬
ll. v.-, Mr Moss. that the nnvneyed Interests of thls
State will not permlt a revHion of ihe Peraonal Tax
law That comes tr. rne from my ezpeiionco.
Mr Moss That Is not the polnt.
Tli- Chalrman -That Is not the question.

"Vltneaa 1 belleve it la
>i 1 .¦.«ked you nn open anl fnlr Bueetton.do

you thlnk the tax svstem needs revlslon"' A I h.
IttVC li doe*--radlenl revlslon.

,_ And the tax system whlch you re/er to ts the
State system. but. even In Hs appHcatldn to N'.w-
_',,rk city. lt nt-eds revlslon'1 A Yes

don't think w« dloagrss! A I don't want
lt mlsunderstood; that Is all. One of ths newspap r
bojra ralled mv attention that I had ",i|d It applled
to New-Vork dty. I want that eorreoted
U Well, il ls a Bta'.e law, A.-A Htate law.oa I

sald to hlm.
OOOD LAWS MULLOrTBD.

Q .Ar.d, Mr. Feltner, the whole bueine.e o( taxa¬
tion ls of sucb a nature ihat, no matter ho r wlaeiy

3Bffij&a££_^H!£-3asseSBlng It wlll be a J*n_r*. *o '*',** .*, per.onal

lts broad asperf. A- lf fOA nre speaklng of reaity.

Vu-I am speaklng of reaity and _*U**\*1
HOWOVar rel" you may devlse a taslat W

Sa 5anL%rta*.afiES,tly the system Is bound to reeult in Injustu e

toW? lik.lv fo orlglnate wlth the «¦«.*»£¦.,T^
actlon of that offlc-r. when 8*****t_± ***_$ r£
value determlnea the proportlon whl.h sna

uvied on each indlvldual t-xpayer. »"£***i^S;?r£Q_h_ s^x*Mt_^B_**si

he nn -t the r notlces do not go to them. and the
im ni., n untll it Is too late to put them on

hTinwuVtnepcrsonal tax roll, doea not that
Ur.,it in inius Ice to all the other taxpayers who

^mVSU-NN hecnuBO of lha aMttoj
Inve .scaned through the negleet of the asressor

A that ls on the assumptlon thnt they have
tnxnhle property.

MR. FEITNER ARGFMENTATI VE.

Q_nut I nm talklng upon the assumptlon that
the mnn who Is to send ont the notlces for some

r.asmi good had or Indifferent. fnlls to send those
...,,.'': out. then his fallure to Inclnde thoae per-
sons ralaei the rate on those who do pay. a.-mui

U lon't n.--nrlly follow. lf such a notlce WM
ient out that ho would flnd them taxable for nny-

thT. g Therefore there Is no shlftlng of the burden.
Q Hut you flnd some taxable nnd some not tnxa-

Mo, do you Hot! A Y-s, slr.
Q.-Every time? A.-Yes, b!t.
q And vou admitted yesterday that the ax

1,.- |« a rdeve through whlch many esonpe and
whld. taxes some. and by that you meant fh.-r.-

were many persons who ought honestly to pa. rt

peTsonnl tax. who. elther hy their dlsposlilon tt
Uv.ar off or beennee they are n..t caugb ln the

.,, £ do nol go aeaeeeedl A. -That is generally eo.
ii \rd thal probably applles to some of the In-

dlvidualo whosi names We went over yeaterday
wbo nr'- not on the rolls? A.-Yes; but you must

not aeeume thnt they are llable.
Q We must not nssume they are llable, but we>

must n..f BUme they nre not llable, must you?
A .Under vour system. practlcaUy. jree.
Q. .Under your system" A. No: under your legal

ayetem to-day __,

Q am speaklng of the system you are ndmin-

Isf-rlng I am admlnlsferlng no system. Yon have
sald that then ar.- p.-ople who ought honestly to

pgy the t.ixes who by varlous reasrtns evade them.

'.> And thnt results in a he-avler burden belng
lmpos.-.l upon all other taxpayers. both real an<l

personal? A. As far as those are llable and not
cniight, yes. _,__«___

,i \\ by do \ou send out any noth-es at all? A

They nre sent out generally to the moat stibstan-
tlal peoi le.
Q .Whv do von send out any notlces at 0117 A-

T'.i.-re |s no law to require us to send out any no-

Q You send them out to catch the people?
\ No

.; To catch them In your sleve? A.-No: we

send oul notlces for the purpose of glvlng the peo¬
ple an opportunity to npp.nr In the Department
and answer fo the tentatlve flsses<-ment we make.
Q.- Why do vou put them under thls? A..Ac¬

cordlng to our best ludgment ns to thelr llablllty.
','. Your hest Judgment of what"* A..As to thelr

Q. As to thelr ablllty? A. Ablllty nnd llablllty
to pay tnxep.

CATCH SOME. LOSF MANY.

Q.And In thal wny vou get some whlle you lose
manv, d< a'l yOU? A -Y-s.
Q .And vou lose some who ought to pay a tax

that raiscs a burden on all other taxpayers, both
real and personal, does it not" a That lo on the
assumptlon that vou lose some thnt ought to pay.
Q That Is what I say? A.-Of course.

Q I put the assumptlon In my question? A..Of
course.
Q.-N'ow, then, we come back to the originai

propoeltion. lf your assessors of the personal tax

ayetem. from favorltlsm. from Ignornnee, from
overslght, from corruption or for any other rea¬
son wnntaoever, fail to Include in the "peraonal"
llst. men who ought to pAy then the burden Is
ralsed on the whole communlty' A Surely
Q. -Surely? And so the crltlcal polnt where the

cltl.en Is Interested is ln the men an.l In the sys¬
tem by wh.eh the tax ls orlginally assessed? A..
TH
g -That tax. when origlnally assessed. stand*

untll It is knocked down bv the Indivldual. doesn't
lt' A..Tea.

<j You p"' i* °n by an arbltrary act ln your
best Julgm.-nt' A.-There ls nothlng arbltrary
about lt.
g .It ls an Initlal act golng forfh by your own

power, Isn't |t? A..No; It Is the act of the deputy
ln hla Judgment. Now. I want to protest here M
thla ..inniitiee
g .I am speaklng of your Department: there Is

nothlng to protest against A.I don't want you
tO lnsinuate by vonr rjuestlons that we act arbl-
irarlly. n't falr In behalf of the clty of
New-York that he should make such suggestlve
questlons as that. and put It on the record that our

acts are arbltrary The courta wlll not BUBtalB
arbltrary a. ta on the r.art of deputles.
g-ThHt ls ilfrht. and I say that the act itself-

A .It Is a matter of Judgment.
g..It Is n matter of Judgment. to he sure, but It

Is this When fOU haire made that judgment. upon
BBOM Whlch aro in your OWn mlnd, llluml-

nate.1 from all the sources whlch you can get llluml-
natlon from -When you have got that Judgment
you reaieter the judgment, your Department, don't
vou' A.-The deputy does.
Q The deputy does. Not on oonsultaflon wlth

the man who ls taxed? A.-Yes, that Is true; not
on consultation.
g You don't consult anybody who Is taxed

when you lay tho tax, but wtien you have lald the
tax, tlien that tax stan.ls. You have acted on your
jinlgment. lt stands there until the taxpejrer .1--
stroy. lt or raducea lt? A..That ls so.

.' And the matt.T re«tlng In your Judgment.
when you have exerclsp.l your Judgment, «nd have
nol dise.imli.uted unoquallv as against any partlcu¬
lar taxpayer, then your judgment ls irrevooab.e.
len'l II cannot be revlewed by the courts? A
Thal ls lt

DERl'TIES HAVE GREAT POWER.

g..That Is it. So that the power to Inltiate an
rt.;(-.«mi>!ii whlch. when It stands, hlnd? the man
¦md blnd. Ihe property. ls the lmportant point at
whlch the taxpayer'a Intereat begins, Isn't it? A.
Yet, it I*-
y Now vou BM, Mr. Peltner. there Is no tlls-

i.osltion OB mv p:.rt to put you In an unfalr posl¬
tlon. too are th-- head of the Dep.trtment. and It
is necesaari for us to uet on tbe record the system.
and lhal Ib all i have heen trying to get at. There
ls nothlng in which nny man of good Judgment
could difier on thnt proposltion. A.-I want to say
What I suit! yesterday.
Q I don't mean- A.-I wish to say on the

m.itt.-r to get It OB the record.
,. Yea? A Thlfl general Quefltlon that you are

inqutrtng Into ls a maiter whlch will be Involvcd ln
numeroua cerl ornrl proceedlngfl ln thls great clty
nexi rear on our BBaeasmenta. Now, it seems to
me eoultable and falr that the Stnte Leglslature
should not recjueat th" offl.-lals of the clty of New-
York to lUbmll th. lr tesilinony hroad^nst for the
beneflt of the hundred and ood lawyera wtio nre
seeklng to defeal the justlce that we have nt-
tempted lo a-'-omplish ln levylng asjessnients In
the clty of New-Torh at such a crltlcnl time In the
hlstory rhe beglnnlng of the hlstory. of the greater
clty of N.w-Vork NOW, I submlt that to the com-

...

g I wlll not violetfl any proper prlnclple. A..It
doesn'i seem to ne to be the falr thing.

ii,, Chalrman -We appreclate your posltlon.
The Witneaa- Let me say In answer to that. that

w.- ar.- not In tho least anxlous to hl.le anythlng or

prevent tMs commlttee from accurlng anythlng.
The Chalrman-Nobody has assumed anythlng of

th* kind.
The Wltness No, of'cnurse; but I only want to

put it >.n the record in that eenee.
<j Then, Mr Peltner, la II true that th.-re are ft

coneldcrable number of pro.-cedlngs pendlng ln the
courta on the pari of pereona who have been as-

14 ,.... who have appenlod tO you to use your Judg¬
ment ln r.-llevlng them of thelr assessment.. and
you bavlng refuaed m do tha» they have appealed
io the COurtar A .Not yet; the tlme heglt.s from
the lst of July, and you nre glvlng them all thls be-
fore they bealn lt.
g..You antlclpate lt? A.-I do.

TIM THOUSAND PROTMTI.
q.Why do you antlclpate lt? A.Necessarlly

where an Increase has heen made there are people
In the clty of New-York that wlll questlon our

rlght. There are ten thousand appilcatlon* flled,
and we are derylng almost every one.

g.-Hnve ten thousand appllcatlons for reduetlon
of assessments been flled wlth you? A..About
that
g.About ten thousand? A..That Is not much

more than about 100 per cent more than Is always
flled
g.That ls. It Is twlee as manv ns ..rdlnftrlly?

A..Twlce as many na ordlnarlly, and mnlnly In the
Borough «f Manhattan.
g.Malnlv in the Borough of Manhattan. Ia

thnt Hltogether on real estate. that ten thousand?
A t00', we don't look after any on personal.
g..And do 1 understand you to say you have de-

nled the Bpptlcatlonfl generally' A. Yes, slr.
g..Have you denleB them nll? A. .No.
y What pr..portion of them have you granted?

A..Oh, I eouldn't tell you now.

g Bui you say malnly they have been denled?
A.-Yes
Q..And then. of ourse, you antlclpate that they

wlll appeal to the courta for rellef? A..Yea.
g You have no doubt of the falrness or Justlce

Of the COUfta, have you? A No
¦V Tom have n.> doubt of the efflcn.-y of truth be¬

for.- the court. have you? A No
g Vou have oo doubt that truth In a tax matter

wlll provall In the court* ns well as ln any other
matter, have you? A a* b lawyer. i kn<>w that
when you glve your whole side to tho other sld"
l,.f..re >ou go into court they have nn advantage
0V< r you

.j Hut. Mr. Feltner. you are nnt a peraonal iltl
ant In tnese matters? A. W.-ll. m.v reputatlon I.
ivolved as head nf that Department.
g.Vour repulatlon. of course. and you are anx-

Imir t' malntsln .hat reputatlon by beatlng those
sult* aren't you' A By having the caae pr<_-
..nted fairly, and not all to tha dl.advantage of ua,
Q.-And ln thfl majorlty ot thoae caaea, lt the

gant 1
Invo.v.

eourt declded .«*[..*,r^^^JS^tWtll'T-^l I'M-Tel ThVt -urUjr-_-ment wss

nrt4*Th_Vy^rr0eputatlon a. a Judgm.tlcal m.n

W,"-AJnd'. th.7 effect you have . peraonal ln-

tere.t ln those prooeedlng. that are pendlng. A.

Aa prealdent of that Department.
NO PKRSONAL, INTEREBT.

Q.-Aa prealdent of that p«]*_««Bt .&\a&:
ti.ifnor vou have no persotinl Intereat TK me <".¦¦

f,o "ThHtTa. l" woulln'l make a dollar*; worth of
dlfferenco to you one way or the other. a. no.

Q BUI your posltlon In these lltlgatlona ls .a «n

"'S'-VuVltridoVa oTpaSme-t? A.-Try.ng to

^^n'Mni^Tth". Mayor? A.-Ye.
g. And the r. presentatlve of thrpeope ktItba

citv In the dellcate matter of extra. tlng rrom

helr pockets the BBCaeeary amount to run tfie <_ov-

rnrncnt' A. We ha I en*t anything to,,\ o wl.h the

.flary amount to run the '«°V'-rnn ' nt.

Q- Hut you have to get out of thelr P^*"".- "\
out of thelr hank aceountfl, money. whl n » « Ixe»
by the tax rate, havent you' J''" .fith the law ln
lt? A- We have got to comply wlth tne law

maklng ihe assessment.. .
,. .

a. Vou have got to get the money? A-Wfl have

nothlng to do wlth the geltlng Of the m°«^- «e

make Useeflmentfl on the property, a nd whatever
-. we Hnd the money comes from ln ine

.rdlnary way und*i the law. .

(S! But the assessment Is a mean. to the end.
isn t It? A. It is a mean. to ihe end. !
y Vou don't assess the property Just for th-

funoflt? A.We assess ue.de. J>e law
g -Of course, you don't a.sess for the purpose

A. Whatever the law requtrea us <oJlO\ .

g.-You don't a.sese for the P*cP.*°mr\',".1"5
ing your Judgment a. a real estftt- expert. A.-i

Hm not B real estate expert.
Q.-You are not? A -No; and there Isn t an>

man that Is B real estate expert.
Nl. KKAf. KSTATK KXl'KUT. HE SAYS.

o Is there any real estate expert ln your tax

department? A.-There Isn't any such thlng ln ex-

Istence as a real estate expert. in my Judgment
u -Is there any man ln yi.ur department who l*

¦i real estate expert? A. There mav be men who

nre more expert In real estate matters than others.
but ther.- are none you enn '-nll real est.te experts.
u. There are not? A..No.

_

O -Now then. you make thls assessment In order
thnt tho proper olflcers of the Oovernment may
.olleci the monaya ont of whlch to pay tho ,.xp~n*e«
of the Oovernment don't you, that ls >;our pur-
poae? A. Just read the uuestlon again.
iguestion read.i A.-We make the assessments

wlthout reg.-ird to the consequences.
g.-Without regard to conaequencea. v\ hat do

vou mean by that? A.-I mean that we '"ompo
"wlth the law ln maklng the ass-ssments and \aiu-

Btlonfl by law. not by our act.
..«,.,,.S But you don't mean to say tha: your assess¬

ments are not made wlth the full underst.indlng
that they are to be the basis by whlch the tax

collector la to make hls .-ollections? A.-Nothlng
.., do Wlth the tax collector maklng hls coll-ctlons.
q ...of course vou don't collect the money. out

dld'vou never conslder that the acts that you do
furnish the foundatlon and the means by whlch tho

tax collector may go into the bank ar>rount and lnto
the pocketbook Of the eltizens and get the mone>
to run tho Oovernment wlth' A.-We know that

every ple.-e of property that W« aBfl.Bfl will BaeaB
sarlly be taxed. , ..
Q.-And that the tax to be eollected depends upon

the way that you aase.s? A -Kxa.-tly.
Q--The amount of tax to he eollected depends

upon tho way that you assess? A.-Ipon the
amount we ,.n*ees.

g. And th<- amount nf money to be taken rrom
the Indivldual taxpayer depends upon the a y you
nssess hls property' A.-Thst ls true.
g -And the tax rate for the entire clty r>p*nris

upon the way you assess the property? A..That ts

o._If you do not assess the property at its full
vahi" tlien the tax rate Is heavler for those that
have to tay? If you leave out Dropertlee, or lf you
do not assess them at thelr full value. then the
rate becomes all the heavler on those that have 10

pay? A. .Yes. lf we make too many *x*mpt!ons.
ME KNOWS THE CONMEQUSKCBB.

Q-If you make too many exemptlons. yes. and
if you leave out persons that ought to be personally
taxed. then the tax rate la Increased? A.-Yee.
Q.-Then vou must have, as a publlc offlelal. a

rcal!7.atlon of vour duty to fhe communlty. and to
the lodivld'.ials when you are making those assess-
m.ntc A.- There are relatlve colloctlons, of course.
That has nothing to do wlth our assessments.
q -po vou not nave ln your mlnd a conceptlon of

the Impo'rtance of your functlon whlch furnlshes
the means by whlch the hand of the tax gatherer
goes Into the pocket of the taxpayr? A.-Of
course. In the sense that we know what wlll be
the ennsequences nf our act.
Q..Do you p rform your dutles wlth due refer¬

ence to the rlghts of the indlvldual property own¬
ers? A We have not considered the rlghts of
nnperty owners, In so far as the reaity Is eon-

eerned. Property Is the only assessable basts ln
the clty of New York, and Indlvldual owners are
entlrely ellmlnafefl.
q..After all thls testimony. I wlll ask you what

you thlnk. as the h-ad of the Tax Department,
what you can say hero, testlfylng to the truth in
the witness chair. that wlll prejudlce the rlghts of
the clty In the matter of tax ittlgatlon. How ls it
possible for vou. slttlng here. telling the truth
about the way you have conducted your depart¬
ment.how can you imaglne that lt will unjustly
affeot the IntereBts of the clty? A.I thlnk I see
one polnt. If not more than one, whlch, If brought
out on thls lnvestlgatlon. may he prejudlclal to tne
clty.
Q.-What ls that'' A.-The presumptlon ln your

Btatement and legal proposltlon of yesterday that
the taxpnyer hae no remedy, practlcaUy, In court
over the Judgment of the assessor under those de¬

elsions.
Q.-Exeept ln cases of Inequallty? A -Except In

cns»s of Inequallty.
Q..Ves. A..Now. I go further than that. and I

thlnk the Court of Appeals has held thnt the af-
flrmatlve ls wlth the assessor whenever an ln¬
crease ls made. Therefore, the burden ls upon
the elty to snstaln lts assessment, to show some

additional reason or condltlon. We belleve we have

additional reason. and conditiona whlch justlfy
thls lncrease, and we belleve we can sustaln our

assessments upon that ground
(ilVKS HIS CAftI AWAY.

Q.Was lt that prlnclple whlch you have stated.
whlch you were afrald to hnve lntroduced? A.-
Yes; that Is one

Q..I dld not ask you for lt. You volunteered lt.
A. Your qiiestlonlng of me would lead up to that.
Q..You have already stated lt. Now, if that is a

thlng thnt Is golng to JeopardlBe you ln your actions,
you have given it yourself. A.--You are fenclng
one way, and I am trying to tell the truth under
oath ln tho best poootble way, and I am here as a

clty offlcer trying to sustaln the assessments at the
sum.' tlme.
Q Mr. Feltner, I wlll tell you v.-ry franhly what

ls In my mlnd. I thlnk lt ls one of the atrangest
proposltlons that I ever heard made seriously. that
the head of the Tax Department should heeltate to
answ.r question- concernlng the way the taxes
have been mob-. for fear the truth, which you must
assume bo wlll tell, wlll Injure the department, wlll
Ir.Jure tho assessments whlch ho lias made and
agalnst Wblcb indlvlduals Are complalnlng? A..
Vu|| must remernber that we now have extraordi-
n,iry conditiona brought ahout by the Legislature,
and we have to meet thoso extraordlnary condl-
tlons.
Q..Now. Mr. Wltness. I wlll ask you thls ques¬

tion dlrectly, What have you done as a department
ln the laying of assessments, whlch you are afrald
to tell here on the wltness stand for fear lt wlll
enable Indlvldual property owners to hnve thelr
assessments reduced--what ls lf A..I cannot an¬

swer thnt question.
Q..Why can you not answer it? A..My own Idea

of publlc pollcy in the sltuatlon don"t justify me ln
anewerlng that.
Q. Have you done anythlng. Mr, Presldent of the

Tax Department, which you do not care to state
here. ln the levying of assessments, taxable value,
you dare not state them or do not can- to state

them for fear the statement of those faeta wlll
asslst property owners to secure a reductlon of
thelr assessments In the courts? A No

Q.-Tlun what Is it that >ou are afrald of or do
not care to tell? A..I do not care ahout belng
able to tell every one, and especlally thls odd num¬

ber Of promlnent lawyers, exactly what our testl¬
mony Is golng to be when we meet them In th«
trlbunsl that has to determliie thls matter.

Q l am not asklng you to glve your testlmony
away? A..You are proeeedlng upon that line.

Q..You have, before you were examlned-you be¬

gan to proteat agalnst the queetlons asked Mr.
Sheehy. nnd you have to-day renewed your protest
generally upon sn examlnatlon. upon the ground
that nearly ten thousand people are appeallng to

the courts to be relleved of ihelr assessments? A.-
No, 1 don't say Ihat.

TBBBA AT A DI8ADVANTAOE

Q..A large number? A.There mny not be a

thousand.
Q.That some are golng to appeal from what they

belleve to be unfnlr assesamenta. and you have ob-
Jecte.l to nn examlnatlon for fear it would glve
them testlmony upon whlch tn,-y can get a r-->lu,'-
tlon Now. Mr. Feltner, lf there Is A. (Inter-
ruptlngl.You have an ndvantage You have ua at
an advantage
Q Walt a moment, I haven't (lnlshed my ques¬

tion. If there ls testlmony of truth. whlch 1 aeaumo
Is the only klnd of testlmony you would glve. that
would asslst one taxpayer to get a reductlon of hls
assessmenf. why Should you conceal lt for a min¬
ute? A.I do not. and wlll glve It to hlm freely nt
the proper tlme.

(j Why should yOU refuse to go It now. when
we are lnveatlgatlng? A..BeOO
Q.-Mr. Feltner. allow rm further. If you have

testlmony whlch would enahle a slngle taxpayer In
any imnorable court of thla State to secure the
exerelee of the judgment Of the court, a reductlon
of hls taxes. I ask you now to produee It? A..I
haven't any wlth me now,

q .What Is It that you told me about, then? A.
-X am talklng abuut t:.e dlead*, antage you put me

ta *% an offlelal of thli clty tn trying to sustatn
aaseaemente.
Q.-What ls lt, Mr. FePner, that you are »fr«_f

to reveal for fear that some taxpayers will ,U(J.
ceed before the honornble courts of thls StAte |*
getting justlce done ln ihe matter of th»lr taxest
A..There ls not anythlng.
Q.-What It It, then, that you are hedglng about*

What ls It that you are ohjocflng Ul What |« tt
that you don't want to be eo_gpelHd to glve aw»y»
What ls lt, Mr. Feltner" A.-The einiati-.n ls tltat
the dlsadvanlage Is agalnst Ihe city, thaf is all. n.
having any testlmony brought out except |n tb*
trlbunal In which the matter Ib to he determlned.

HE A8K8 MOfM OI'INION

Q..But, Mr. Feltner, you hav sald 'hat yo,
conslder y.ur personal reputatlon, as a man of
Judgment to be nt stake In the.. nd ar#
you putllng the question of your -puta-
tlon as a man ot Judgment ngalm-f ihe rlahta of
the cltlxens" A.-D-jn"t you think lt la tba duty ot
an offlelal to frv to sustaln hla deparrment?
Q.Not when It produces an aesi II that

any .-ourt would correct. no sli I ttkA
mv opinlon I do not cor.sl.l'-r that .. tax ofne-uj,
uoes hls duty to the Stale al a,,. il I conslder
that he betravs the Interests commlt'ed to hlrg
when he would WlthbOld any fact thel would etw
able any eltlaen W eei nre i ..

Now you have got my opinlon m A .<.»
don't thlnk that ii t» to the Interest <,f th- cltj,,
then to iry to proteet ltself?
u_I do not thlnk it is the interest of the n.>r ^

endeavor tO protOpt lla.-lf ln suetalnlr.g an a.ae*a*
ment that a court would reduce. lf It ha.i
"acts A-Nellher do I. Thi *t

.K'JfSAWS 7** <«-.- want U leg? A Ther
muat not bc thCU thnt vr--n't warranr tlM ourt la
flndlng the .oncluslon.
Q-U'haf is it vou don't wan t. tell* A T.Tra

ls not ary that w>- ai« DOt willing, as bawj salt
all the way along .

Q -Is lt not a fact that. ualna -res aa
g baala, lf they are to be
that your ralsing of varuee la the moe mons . T
unequal and unjust ralelng of v* u *n_
been known 1a this clty. Un le- ao A.-I1J||hasis of laat y ar la ta M takea as tne >.._, no, I
d"a - You'h2 ve sald tha«. aBaumlng laal reat to te
the basis you do not thlnk that thls __se..m»_t
for lM.r. Is monetrouslj unequal? A **

o-You do not Aaauming the *V UMInSa value Of 11 500.000 on the W« n. and
[ .^ilnv'ah-e"o..the Mal. and -.:1dm,,
do you not thlnk It an act of lr.o.,un,i y no *_>nb*
the Weetern I'nlon Bu dl r ._ af
.,:, vear anl to ral-e the M . Bniu.
ing ft per cent on laal year? A. I " -¦ APMBo
the rpiestlon 0_ l*st yar.

fNKt.lAI. ASSi>SM"**iS.

q-You have aaaaamd K m tha i>.>siu of my quea.
tlon I ask you to ass.ime tbat Isn't
thl« a monstrous as«essmont? I call »ur att-n-

tton to another lllusrratl .n. The Park Banh 1* a

weil-known Instltutlon ln 'hls .1; tfde af
it is the 8t. Paul Building, Ob -h- other ¦:-\- "f lt
ls Mr Knox's hat store. The Park Natlonal Bai*

BUPB thls year at ex.netlv tlM *lven

to R last year. wblle tl.e St. Paal Bu Ung, ob _N
one side ls Increased 23 1-J per rent. and tbfl Knox
ib.ildlng. a Uttle brlck Mldlng on *

is Increaaed IT1-7 per aent. ttem, then are three

hulldings on Broadway aad all ln th« aame coadl-
tion thev were as to both ass. flB-U Bl and la the
one case of the Park Natlonal Banh. wl h Itfl large

interests behind lt. its Hoard of WreCtorB, the
members of whlch you and I b< th know, it lfl not

ralaad « ln a**"*sed valuatlon. w
' uu

,le bulldlng of Mr. Knox's alonpsl'> of lt ll raiml
,"1-7 per cent. and thfl .*- Po ¦ the-

oiher side. ls raised 33 1-3 pOT eOBl N , tnat,
hut on the same bloek yon comfl A '¦'¦'¦ *' tha

netinett Building. which is I «* .*
then those ordlnary hrl *k bttlMlnfi In Ann-BL and
Fuiton-st.. lylng between the Sl "idlaf.
and ihe Dennett BttlMlaf. BM ,rlou«

flieHre* rar.gtng frum 0.11-3 i>er eent. 17 per Cent ar.d

a fraction. t> par cent and a fraetlon, M per cent

and a fraction an.l '1 per cent; the brlck bulldlBB*

on Ann and Fulton ata. are ln. rease.l from 33 to 51.
n-arly 52 per o-nt; the lt Paul Building * tn-

creased 33 1-3 ptt cent. whlch .eema out of all pro.

portion to theae Fulton and Ann st. buUdlngfl: tba

Knox Building ia Increased 57 1-7 per cent and tb.

Nntional I'ark Bat- bulldlng remaln. Just wher. lt

gtood. A.-That shows-
Q-Now take the questlon I put; assumo UOB

a, the bas:s-ls not the assessment of ihat or.e

bloek a glarlng exampi* of monstrous InequalUyT
A.-That shows Where your assumption ¦ BBBBn

MR. FKITNKR EXPLAIN-.

g -Where ia lt false? A.-The Park Bank Bulld¬

lng ls a bank bulldlng. and tho Department. ln

the past, by almost the con.ent of banks. allowed-

put as*e..ment» upon bank building*. deposlt-bar.k
bulldlng., hlgher than other real estate. because

lt made no dlfference to them ln the reault. aa .rt

the asses.ment of their share stock to thelr .hare-

holders they have the deductlon of the as.os.e_

value of their real estate. Now. we have not taken

tnat condltlon lnto con.tderation. and we go oa

assess.ng every.hlr.g equltably and fairly* thl. year

and that refer.. you wili nnd. to the Park Bar.lT

Building. .

g -Now Mr. Feltner. I ask this questlon of yo*

upon the basts that we both .tarted together. oe

the 18M valuatlon. and you .ald that on the ba.iat

of the 1898 valuatlon It would not appear that ther*

were monstrously iinequal assessment. Now yotg

have made your explanatlon. A.-That la one 1_-

atance , .,

g-One instanco; let us take lt as you make K,
an.l applv lt to tho rest of the bloek. lf you In¬

creaae the Beaaatt Bulldlng. on lmportant NBBBBa-l
at only 25 per cent, why do you bmraaaa the com¬

mon brlck .tructures on Ann and Fulton st... oc¬

cupled some of them by ple shops. small PBBBM <

why dld you increase them from 33 to 50 per centf
A -Because. ln our Judgment, lt Is an equal aa¬

sessment.
q _Aye ye. ln your Judgment lt is an equal aa*

BBMmeat and when you regtBtar y0"''"?*."?
that that is an equal aflB-flflment. wlthout <on-.

sultatlon wlth the property-owner. thnt ao-CBJUenj
Mual asaesJment fltanab. and the property-ownar
haa got to go to the eapenae f hlrtng lawyers and,
gclng to court to tlght you ln court. and to^w.n ir

he can against an exerclse of your ]ud*mer.t an<L
dlscretlon. A.-That Is always thfl case. lt lfl not

h.-r.- only. It ls all over ihe country,
U-llow can you call tbat au equal aaaeaament.^

A.-Well, on the assumptlon that last y» ar s wa.

correet, why, of course, lt would not be an rqaai
aaaeaament this year; but we clalm. and we wlil w
able to Biistaln our clalm that the assessment. or

thls year are equal In every reepect, and lat tn.a

town Is more eflaally BBBtaflBd than lt ever «ji-

Us hlstory before.
Q..Mr. Peltner. what is the rate per cent of ltt-

crense ln the Borough of Manhattan? (The wll¬

ness looks at aome paper*.)
U.-Can you glve tlie flgures'* You ha ¦

at about C27.00O.O0O? A-I think It i» PW.00
g .Three hundred and tweuty-seven mlU'.

lars I thlnk you statert. A That is In the bor¬
oughs of Manhattan und The Bronx. _,,»«*
O..The Borough of Manhattan alon-* is *

000? A- I thlnk it <s. at.d BMtt.OM for The Bronx.

MANHATTAN* BI." INi'itl'ASi:

q _Now. that Increase of *!.>: ..¦".¦" la tb. 1:,ir"

ough of Manhattan wbb not based entire. i

the oplnlon thai propert> had ln
was lt? You don't clalm that th.re
In.-reuse of value ln that year of $£'7.'«>'.¦*""' A-
It Is an equallxation ease.

g.-YVell, you dld not clalm that, did \ 'i An¬
swer mv questlon. You uid not clalm that there

had been nn Incrvaae lr value ot I m ln*

Borough of Manhattni.? Had l

of $307,000,000 In real .-state lr the Borough o M__-
hattan? A.-We clalm that th re I .¦'¦ i ilu.
g.No. that le no. the que-tton. Anflwer my

queatlon. Waa that $307.0.*U«v baeed upon
sume.l boom ln the values of real aatati A NJ-
Q lt was not? A. No boom.
g Was there an Increase ln valu.-s o\-- '.v"> W

$307OOuOOO? A-I can't sav about that
g. What was lt, then.' A. -A eupsldcr.ilil* ln-

g _fhere had been a eonetderable Increase. but,
Mr Witness, If tl-.ere had been an Incn
would affect propertv oa the same street
the snmo way. would lt.ln tt-..- e.itn. J
the s.tme bloek. they would feel tl aboul
proportlonately? A..That depends upon ,-lrcum-
staneea. ,.

Q.-Yea; oh. of course. but we are apeahli f i»

general terms'' A W.-ll. I am apeaklng
eral term., foo, It would dci.on.l upon the eircutn-
¦tancea. ,fc
g.-Aii right. Bverybody knows what th.- truta

i. upoa ihe matters of general tnattere, an l I aug»
get to you that you have nothlng to lo.*
Itig us your frank opliiioti nothlng ai aii
and so. just to glve you an opportunlty, l wl
the questlon again. ln ord r that j maj
to vourself; not wlth anv dlspoaltlon lo fence ar

put vou ln an unfalr posltlon Isn't It B fact th.t
lf property i. Increaaed ln ralue la a ,-. rtaln lo¬
callty on a certain stre.-t. In any certaln l>lo. k. lt
would affe<-t all the property ln B general wayT
A.-No, I thlnk not.

Dt'E TA ngt'Al.t/.ATION
Q .All rlght. lf vou ara !-<:l*f!..l with that.

Wasn't a large par: of that $....T.0ui.iino obtained
through the necessltv of euuMllxut:,>u .-.ju-bslng
betwen New-Tork and the borougha? A..Tbb
g -Thai wa* a sort of artMclal neceaalty. wasnt

It? A.-No. not art'nela:
g. -It was then a real neceaalty, but lt oi_n t

proeeed upon values. a. dld the lequlrement to

equallxe? A It was .. Ie..il condltlon
y .The charter requlred you to equaltse betweea

the llfferent boroughs? What waa ther* to

equallaat A The values between tlie dlfferent
borough.. .i , , __..

g.-How dld they vary? A. -They varled very

g..How? I-i what way? A --Some are lower
and some are hlgher.
g.Hlgher ln what way? A ln valuatlon
g..You mean ln ihe proportionate aases.men.a.

A. .Ye- K_-

Q Then Wf BT* to asaume that ln each oor-

ough the authorlty for prooeedlng upon a cer¬
taln rate of value of thelr a.sessed valuatlon.-
A. No, you have no rlght to asaume that.
Q -Tnen what wa* there to equallxe? A..Tn«y

made aome aaaee.ment. In Rlchmond that wa*
not ba.«d upc-t ar.ythlng.
g.--i know Uaau Let ua i_ka Brooklyn a_4»


